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RFO  L£TT£> 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Oeparfment  of  Agriculture 


1951 
Letter  No.  50? 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


On  the  twenty  ninth  of  Octolier  the  Tv/enty  Ninth  Annual  Agricul- 
tural Outlook  Conference  gets  undervray  here  in  Washington.    As  you  may 
rememher  it's  put  on  cooperatively  "by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics, 
Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,  and  the  Extension  Service. 
State  Economists  and  State  Home  Economists  from  all  over  the  country  \:ill 
he  on  hand  for  the  five-clay  meeting. 

At  this  time  each  year  USDA  folks  piece  together  all  informa- 
tion available  in  Government  agencies  and  summarize  the  "broad  outlook 
for  agriculture  at  the  national  and  international  level c    On  the  "basis 
of  this  information,  State  economists  and  those  here  in  Washington  come 
up  vith  vhat  they  "believe  vill  he  the  national  agricultural  outlook.    To.  ■ 
this  picture  State  and  county  economists  apply  the  specific  conditions 
in  their  areas  and  come  up  vith  expectations'  on  supply,  demand,  and  prices 
for  the  coming  year.    From  such  conclusions  farmers  can  get  economists' 
thinking  on  vhat  kind  of  crop  and  livestock  program  is  likely  to  "be  the 
most  profita"ble  in  their  area  next  year. 

General  outlook  areas  to  he  covered  are:    Farm  costs  and  family 
living;  feed  grains  and  meat  animals;  dairy;  poultry;  fruits;  vegetables; 
cotton;  fats  and  oils;  vrheat  and  tohacco.    Sessions  on  rural  family  living 
vill  take  up  clothing,  textiles,  food^  household  equipment,  and  building 
prospects  for  the  coming  year. 

Those  of  you  v/anting  recordings  on  any  particular  phase,  or 
phases,  of  this  outlook  meeting  need  merely  follov  these  3  steps:  (1) 
Contact  your  State  Extension  Editor  or  Economist  and  find  out  vho's 
attending  from  your  State;  (2)  Make  certain  that  the  person  or  persons 
attending  knov  hov  long  the  recording  can  "be  and  vhat  you  want  it  to 
cover;  (3)  Send  me  the  tape  on  vhich  to  record  it  along  with  a  note  spe- 
cifying vhat  you  want. 

We're  vorking  vith  Joe  Tonkin  in  setting  up  recording  facil- 
ities to  handle  your  recuests  and  are  recommending  the  use  of  your  local 
people  in  covering  the  meeting  here.    They're  the  ones  that  can  best 
apply  it  to  your  situation. 


I 
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For  Background Material 

V/e'll  "be  sending  you  chart  "books  on  the  agricultural  outlook 
"by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  and  on  the  foreign  outlook  "by  the 
Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  as  soon  as  copies  come  off  the 
press. 

Might  add  that  color  film  strips  of  the  key  charts  in  these 
"books  will  he  avallahle.    If  interested  in  them,  contact  your  State  Ex- 
tension editor, 

Ifeny_  Advantages  to  Crop  Cond itionlng 

Earlier  harvesting  of  com,  soybeans,  small  grains,  pasture  seeds, 
a,nd  other  crops  is  only  one  of  many  advantages  of  "crop  conditioning."  De- 
partmental research  shovs  that  it  also  means  reduced  loss  from  dropped  ears 
and  lodging,  hetter  harvesting  conditions,  more  harvesting  hours  per  day, 
and  less  crib  or  bin  spoilage,  . 

For  example  findings  shov  that  corn  is  fully  mature  at  least  3 
weeks  before  it's  dry  enough  to  store.    With  artificial  conditioning  or 
drying  that  means  farmers  can  pick  three  weeks  earlier,  and  avoid  much 
ear  dropping,  wind  damage,  and  the  risk  of  having  to  let  the  crop  stand 
all  winter.    Earlier  harvest  also  means  better  picking  conditions  and  un- 
frozen ground  plus :  longer  hours  of  daylight  in  v-hich  to  pick,   ,  ,  ,  • 

The  use  of  driers  on  small  grains,  soybeans,  and  similar  crops 
means  farmers  can  start  the  combine  en  hour  or  two  earlier  in  the  morning 
or  after      shower  and  run  after  dark  if  necessary.    Harvest  time  is  stepped 
up  by  at  least  a  week  reducing  risk  of  damage  by  hail  or  wind.  Proper 
conditioning  means  no  bin  mold  or  heating  and  no  moisture  discount  at  the 
elevator.    Such  operations  also  allow  for  earlier  late  summer  or  fall 
seeding  of  crops,  .  . 

How  long  does  it  take  to  dry  or  condition  grain?.  Well  that  de- 
pends on  the  kind  of  drier  (heated  or  unheated  air),  the. weather,  how  much 
moisture  in  the  grain,  and  how  much  air  is  circulated  through  the  grain. 
If  it's  pleasant  September  weather  with  temperature  and  humidity  around 
60,  using  a  3  horsepower  fan  and  unheated  air,  it'll  take  between  2  weeks 
and  a  month  to  dry  a  thousand  bushels  of  30  percent  com  down  to  I8  per- 
cent corn,  a  point  where  it  can  safely  be  stored  in  slatted  cribs.  A 
direct  heat  drier  would  do  the  job  in  3  to  4  days. 

The  two  general  types  of  heated  dryers  on  the  market  are  the 
direct  and  indirect  type.    The  direct  type  forces  hot  gases  from  the  burn- 
er directly  through  the  grain.    It's  highly  efficient  but  more  of  .a  fire 
hazard  than  the  indirect  drier.    Indirect  types  use  heating  cha;iibers  and 
smoke  stacks  and  never  bring  gases  into  actual  contact  with  the  grain. 
HoT.'ever  both  tyjies  of  heated  air  driers  are  relatively  safe  to  use  when 
Mell  designed  equipment-  is  carefully  operated.    Unheated  driers  do  a  good 
job  when  the  weather's  vrarm  and  dry  and  are  cheaper  to  operate.  Power 
costs  range  from  2  to  5  cents  per  bushel  while  the  power  and  fuel  costs 
for  heated  air  types  range  from  h  to  10  cents.    However,  heated  types  have 
the  advantage  of  furnishing  a  quick  method  of  drying  under  any  weather 
condition. 
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Special  Buildings  for  Grain  Conditioning 

There  are  at  least  tvo  new  types  of  steel  commercial  "buildings 
on  the  market  for  drying  and  storing  ear  com,  a  quonset  hut  type  and  a 
round  silo  unit.    Both  are  arranged  for  using  air  tunnels  and  pover 
driven  fans. 

Farmers  wanting  to  iDuild  or  remodel  their  own  crits  and  adapt 
them  for  drying  or  conditioning  equipment  can  get  plans  and  other  infor- 
mation from  county  agents  and  from  two  Department  "biilletins,  "Storage  of 
Small  Grains  and  Shelled  Corn  on  the  Farm"  and  "Storage  of  Ear  Corn  on 
the  Farm. " 

It  Euns  in  the  Family 

Although  we 've  long  thought  of  good  conformation  and  type  as  a 
sound  "basis  for  choosing  feedings  steers,  studies  "by  Department  special- 
ists have  failed  to  show  any  relationship  "between  desira'ble  conformation 
and  an  animal's  a'bility  to  gain  in  the  feed  lot. 

Feeding  tests  show  that  calves  with  wide  muzzles,  short  necks, 
troad  chests,  etc.,  are  not  necessa.rily  the  ones  that  make  the  most  rapid 
gains.    Instead  researchers  have  found  that  it's  the  strain  that  coimts. 
In  other  words  it  runs  in  the  family. 

This  finding  makes  a  good  herd  sire  more  necessar;^'-  than  ever. 
i\nd  if  there's  one  point  tmt  counts  more  than  any  other  in  selecting 
that  "bull,  it's  his  a'bility  to  make  rapid  gains  from  weaning  time  until 
he  reaches  eight  hundred  fifty  pounds.  A  "bull  that  gets  to  that  weight 
"before  the  rest  can  "be  expected  to  produce  calves  tliat  will  tend  to  re- 
peat his  performance. 

Also  for  Cattle  Feeders 

"Give  feeders  all  the  hay  they'll  eat  "but  no  grain  for  the  first 
day  or  two."    That's  the  reminder  Department  specialists  pass  on  to  foils 
filling  their  feeder  yards.    Start  'em  on  grain  slowly.     If  getting  non- 
legume  hay  each  steer  will  need  a"bout  a  pound  of  protein  concentrate  per 
day  just  to  maintain  himself. 

Another  profitable  reminder  to  folks  with  feeders  is  to  feed 
regularly  and  watch  for  digestive  upsets.  Being  off  feed  for  a  single 
day  can  cancel  out  a  week's  gain,' 

Reference  Bulletin 

"Visual  Jfeterials  on  Soil  and  Water  Cor^servation"  tells  the 
story  of  what's  availa"ble  to  help  visualize  soil  and  water  conservation 
work.    It  covers  motion  pictures,  slidefilms,  color  slides,  and  color 
transparencies,    EFD's  wanting  a  copy  of  this  "bulletin  can  get  it  from 
this  office. 
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Interested  in  Going  to  Australia? 

From  Australian  Farm  Broadcaster  John  Douglas  comes  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  all  the  RFD's  ^rho  helped  to  make  hie  recent  trip  here,  as  he 
terms  it,  "a  colossal  success,"    He  picked  up  over  ninety  "broadcasts  and 
felt  that  attending  the  KFD  Meeting  at  St.  Louis  was . especially  "beneficial 
"because  it  ena"bled  him  to  tell  the  story  of  U.S.  farm  "broadcasting  in 
Australia  as  veil  as  the  other  countries  he  visited  on  his  way  home.  Folks 
in  London,  Eg^/pt,  and  Singapore  were  all  impressed  "by  John's  description 
of  farm  "broadcasting  in  our  country, 

John  says,  "After  seeing  the  new  Jet-propelled  Comet  Aircraft 
in  England,  my  thought  is  that  in  the  foreseea"ble  future,  that  is  a  couple 
of  years,  the  RFD's  could  hold  a  meeting  in  Sydney,    It's  now  completely 
practical  to  fly  from  San  Francisco  to  Sydney  in  twelve  hours."  However, 
he  assures  that  the  welcome  mat  is  out  for  any  RFD  wanting  to  go  doim 
"before  that  time. 

IFYE's  Return 

Everett  Bierman  of  National  ^-E  Foundation  here  in  V/ashington 
reminds  us  that  the  fifty  four  young  rural  folks  who  have  "been  living 
and  working  on  farms  in  some  twenty  countries  of  Europe  and  the  Near  Za,st 
this  summer  return  to  the  U,  S,  this  month.    They'll  be  a"board  the  ^:ueen 
Eliza"beth  docking  in  Ilew  York  City,  Octoher  28,    As  you  may  rememher 
these  young  folks  come  from  31  States  and  Alaska  and  have  "been  in  various 
foreign  countries  under  the  International  Fam  Youth  Exchange  Program. 

Most  of  them  will  not  leave  New  York  for  their  home  States 
until  the  afteraoon  of  the  30th  or  31st  due  to  the  many  meetings,  confer- 
ences, and  interviews  scheduled.    Headquarters  for  the  group  in  New  York 
will  "be  the  Shelton  Hotel,  h^th  and  Lexington  Avenue. 

KFD*s  wanting  to  contact  delegates  or  get  special  service  may 
get  in  touch  with  Hank  Miller,  Voice  of  America,  22k  W,  57th  Street,  New 
York  19,  or  Everett  Bierman  himself. 

■FvFD  Calendar 

Octo"ber  6-13. .  .International  Dairy  Exposition,  Indianapolis, 
Press  room  on  second  floor  of  Admn.  Building,  Indiana  State  Fair  groimds. 

Octo"ber  8-Nov,  17. ,  .Conference  on  World  Land  Tenure  Pro"blems, 
Madison.    Contact  ^fe.ury  Uhite,  Ext.  Eadio,  or  Bryant  Kearl,  Ext,  Editor, 
University  of  V/isconsin,  for  information  material, 

Octo"ber  12-20, ,  .American  Royal  Livestock  and  Horse  Show,  Kansas 
City,    Direct  special  requests  to  John  Quinn. 

Oct o"ber  8-11, .  ,24th  National  FFA  Convention  at  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Octo"ber  9-10,.  .oth  National  Farm  Electrification  Conference, 
Cincinnati,    If  you're  interested  in  improving  farm  electrification,  you 
are  invited. 


-  5  - 


Land  Tenure  Conference  Starts 

As  noted  on  the  calendar,  the  conference  on  World  Land  Tenure 
Problems  gets  underway  Monday,  October  8,  at  Madison,  Wisconsin.  Dele- 
gates from  some  forty  nations  vill  take  part  in  the  five  week  conference. 
The  program  includes  study  of  agricultural  statistics,  population,  credit, 
public  land  management,  surveys,  cooperatives,  resettlement,  land  consol- 
idation, financing  land  re -distribution,  irrigation  development,  and  com- 
parisons of  farm  management  methods.    I'm  sure  Wisconsin  Extension  Editor 
Bryant  Kearl  will  "be  happy  to  send  you  more  details  or  a  program  for  the 
asking. 

mm  Week  Next  Week 

National  Employ  the  Physically  Handicapped  (IIEPH)  V/eek  is  coming 
up  October  7-13.    It's  the  sixth  annual  vee'k  of  intensified  effort  by 
business,  industry,  and  government  to  drive  home  the  message  to  employers 
everywhere  that  it's  good  business  to  employ  the  pliysically  handicapped. 

It's  a  week  significant  to  farmers  too.    As  Department  officials 
point  out,  many  badly  needed  farm  laborers  can  come  from  the  ranks  of  tYe 
two  million  physically  handicapped  in  this  countrj^.    Additional  informa- 
tion is  available  from  the  President's  Committee  on  KEPE  V7eek,  U.  S.  De- 
partment of  Labor,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

AAACE  Radio  Committee 

AilACE  President  George  Church  sends  word  on  the  membership  of 
this  year's  Radio  Committee.    Chairman  is  Elton  Tait,  Extension  Radio, 
of  Pennsylvania,    Members  are  Dick  Cech,  Ext.  Radio  lovra;  Arnold  Ebert, 
KOAC;  Don  Huckle,  WCS;  Ted  E;>T3an,  Ext,  Radio  Virginia;  Gordon  Loudon, 
Ext,  Radio  Louisiana;  Josephine  ITelson,  Ext,  Radio  Minnesota;  Jerry 
Seaman,  Bert  S.  Gittins  Agency;  and  Joe  Tonkin,  USDA  Ext.  Service. 

Next  year's  PJJ.CZ  meeting  is  scheduled  for  Clemson,  S,  Car. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Sho\7s. .  .Oct.  I3  and  20 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  1:00-1:30  p.m.  EST.  "USDA 
Headlines"  with -Ken  Gapen  from  Washington.    Oct,  I3  special  feature  orig- 
inates from  V/DAF,  Kansas  City,  at  the  Nat'l  FFA  Convention  with  the  1951 
Star  Farmer  and  the  new  Nat'l  FFP.  President.    Oct.  20  feature  also  orig- 
inates from  ITDPF  and  reports  the  1951  i^jaerican  Royal  with  John  Collins  cf 
the  Weekly  Kansas  City  Star. and  a  special  livestock  story, 

ABC  American  Farmer,  12:30-1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the  Farm 
News"  with  Milt  Bliss  and  Bob  Crom,    Oct.  I3  feature  ansvrers  the  ques-  ■ 
tion  "How  are  the  crops  this  year?"    Charles  Burkhead  and  R.  K.  Smith  of 
the  BAE  Crop  Reporting  Board  do  the  answering  from  Washington.    Oct.  20 
Milt  Bliss  interviews  Robert  M.  Salter,  Chief,  and  Frank  P.  Cullinan, 
x^ss't  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  En- 
gineering on  "Fifty  Years  of  Plant  Science, " 
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Report  from  Europe 

Everett  Mitchell,  NBC,  vas  in  Washington  this  week  and  stopped 
"by  to  report  on  his  recent  trip  to  Europe  and  the  Near  East  and  experi- 
ences with  IFYE's  there.    Sounds  like  he  and  Jerry  Seaman  had  quite  an 
experience. 

Everett  reports  that  irhen  he  vas  in  Holland,  Soviet  agents  in- 
terviewed him,  asking  \tI^'  Communist  youths  were  not  allowed  to  come  to 
the  U.  S.  under  the  youth  excliange. 

He  says,  "I  told  them  America  would  "be  happy  to  have  them  if 
they  would  he  allowed  to  return  and  tell  the  true  story  of  what  they  fomd, 
and  if  Russia  allovred  a  group  of  our  young  farm  people  visit  Russian  farJos 
and  "bring  hack  the  truth  of  what  they  found.    They  wanted  none  of  that." 

Jerry  tells  of  an  Italian  peasant  woman  saying,  'Vhen  the  United 
States  produces  hoys  and  girls  like  that,  we  have  no  fear  of  imperialism  . 
They  are  so  different  from  your  tourists." 

RFD's  Represented 

Memhers  and  the  first  meeting  date,  Nov.  5  and  6,  of  the  Nation- 
al Garden  and  Home  Food  Preservation  Advisory  Committee  for  next  year  were 
announced  this  week.    RED's  will  he  represented  hy  Phil  Alampi,  NARFD 
President,    The  committee  has  the  joh  of  surveying  the  work  done  in  gar- 
dening and  home  food  preservation  this  year  and  making  recommendations 
for  the  future.     I'm  sure  Phil  will  he  glad  for  an;^'  ideas  you  have. 

To  W  Technicians 

Maynard  Speece  has  working  drawings  (hlueprints  to  you  engineers) 
of  the  endless  roll-up  and  the  revolving  stage  or  "cadizziator"  mentioned 
in  our  recent  visual  aids  report.    Plans  for  either  or  hoth  are  yours  far 
a  postcard  to  this  office. 

On  the  Bulletin  Rack  >■      .  ■ 

"Preventing  Greenhug  Outhreaks"  an  8  page  hulletin  Just  out, 
may  he  of  future  interest  to  RED's  in  greenhug  areas,     "U.  S,  Grades  for 
Beef"  will  answer  questions  for  any  interested  in  that  suhject,    A  new 
Farmers'  Bulletin  on  "Drying  Forage  hy  Forced  Ventilation"  gives  infor- 
mation that  ties  in  nicely  "^.^ith  current  discussions  on  grain  conditioning 
equipment.     On  the  woman's  side  is  the  recently  revised  hulletin  on 
"stain  Removal  from  Fahrics."    Single  copies  can  he  sent  at  your  request. 

Enclosed 

The  7  page  hooklet  on  "The  Farmer's  Stake  In  Stahilization" 
contains  a  goodly  amount  of  useful  facts  in  telling  the  stahilization 
story  as  It  affects  farmers.     Speaking  of  useful  facts... also  enclosed 
is  the  "statistical  Summary"  with  a  summary  of  such  facts  on  the  crop, 
livestock  and  price  situation. 
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Price  Support  on  '^1  Com 

price  support  level  for  the  1951  com  crop,  announced  this  veek, 
vill  "be  $1.57  (national  average  price).    That's  90  percent  of  Oct,  1 
parity  and  3  cents  higher  than  the  $1.5^  minimum  average  announced  last 
February.    Loans  and  purchase  agreements  vill  he  available  from  hai^vest 
time  through  May  31,  1952,    Pates  for  individual  counties  vill  soon  he 
avallahle  in  State  and  County  PI/IA  offices. 

Extend  Foundation  Seed  Program 

Just  out  today  is  announcement  of  continuation  of  the  program 
started  in  19^8  for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  foundation  seed  so 
as  to  increase  supplies  of  improved  varieties  for  farmers.  Full  infor- 
mation on  the  program  is  available  at  County  PMA  offices, 

.^ong  Ourselves 

Murray  Cox,  \IFAA,  starts  a  weekly  TV  shov  on  October  27.  Time 
is  Saturday  5:30  to  6:00  p.m. 

Phil  Alampi's  probably  making  a  blanket  out  of  his  blue  ribbons 
from  the  New  Jersey  State  Fair,    He  walked  off  with  the  blue  ribbons  for 
the  best  farm  news  show;  his  \JJZ  radio  garden  program;  and  he  and  his 
wife,  Ruth,  took  another  blue  ribbon  on  their  home  gardening  TV  show. 

Tom  Page,  formerly  with  \JWC  and  most  recently  with  USDA  Office 
of  Information,  has  joined  the  firm  of  Robert  Knox  Advertising,  2  West 
56th,  New  York  City,    He  leaves  word  that  your  letters  or  visits  will  be 
Welcome, 

Jim  Emerson  took  leave  from  his  Agricultural  Defense  Bond  job 
with  the  Treasury  Department  last  week  to  go  to  the  Philippines  as  agri- 
cultural information  officer.    He's  the  first  such  officer  to  go  to  Asia 
to  work  strictly  in  agriculture.    Jim  says  one  of  his  first  jobs  vill  be 
to  find  himself  some  native  RFD's. 

Connecticut  Extension  Editor  Harold  Baldwin  informs  us  that 
George  Van  Horn,  formerly  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts,  has  taken 
the  position  of  Assistant  Ag  Editor  at  Storrs,    Van  will  handle  radio 
and  news  work  there, 

Ted  Hyman,  Ext,  Radio  Virginia,  favored  us  with  a  copy  of  the 
program  for  the  first  annual  conference  of  the  Southeastern  Region  I^APJTD's 
held  at  Winston-Salem,  N,  C,  last  week-end. 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 

Ass't  Director  of  Infonnation 

Enclosures-  for  Radio  and  Television 

Statistical  Summary 

The  Farmer's  State  in  Stabilization 
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To 


Radio  Farm  Directors 

laSl^K^^™"  From 

R«€lio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


OctolDer  19,  1951 
Letter  No.  508 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director; 


The  folks  working  on  last  year's  census  are  coming  up  these  days 
with  numerous  indications  of  definite  trends  in  our  rural  population^ 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  specialists  tell  us  that  farm  population, 
which  started  decreasing  in  1910,  sank  another  5  million  hetween  19^f-0  and 
'50»    It  now  totals  ahout  the  same  as  50  years  ago,  23,577,000  to  he  exact, 
while  national  population  is  some  75  million  greater  than  at  that  time  a 
Chief  reason  for  the  dovmward  shift  is  our  more  efficient  methods  of  farm- 
ing which  have  resulted  in  more  production  with  fewer  workers. 

Where  do  ex-farmers  go?    Most  of  them  move  into  small  or  middle - 
size  towns  or  suhurhan  areas;  few  of  them  Jump  right  off  the  farms  into 
the  hig  cities.    As  for  the  youngsters. . cfrom  I/3  to  I/2  of  those  horn 
on  farms  move  to  towns  and  cities  with  more  girls  than  hoys  finding  at- 
tractive opportunities  and  making  the  move.    As  a  result  many  areas  find 
there  aren't  enough  girls  staying  on  farms  to  furnish  wives  for  the  hoys 
who  stay. 

In  order  to  get  the  full  picture  we  must  rememher  that  hoth 
urhan  and  rural  hirth  rates  declined  for  many  decades  reaching  a  low  point 
in  the  depression  of  1930.    Then  they  hegan  to  rise.    However  the  farm 
hiirth  rate  hasnH  risen  as  much  as  the  urhan  since  then.    Fifty  years  ago 
fam  women  had  77/o  more  children  than  urban  women;  now  they  have  only 
ahout  51^  more,  "  , 

Along  with  the  trend  away  from  the  farm  comes  the  increase  in 
part-time  farming  (some  of  you  EFD's  prohahly  fit  into  this  class).  A 
large  numher  of  farmers  are  converting  themselves  to  part-time  husinessmen 
and  factory  workers  and  at  the  same  time  there's  an  increase  in  husiness 
and  industrial  people  takiiig  up  part-time  farming.    Certainly  a  point 
figuring  in  is  the  increase  in  farm  home  conveniences. 

From  a  sociological  point  of  view.  Department  specialists  say 
these  population  trends  away  from  the  farm  are  nothing  to  vj-orry  ahout.  In 
fact,  it^s  a  healthy  situation  that  exists  in  practically  every  technical- 
ly advanced  country  in  the  world.    The  youngsters  aren*t  all  needed  on  the 
farm  hut  they  are  needed  as  doctors,  teachers,  mechanics,  husinessmen  and 
industrialists,     Theory  has  it  that  those  hoys  and  girls  will,  and  ought 
to,  go  or  stay  where  the  hest  opportunities  exist. 
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Farm  La"bor  and  Wages 

The  week  of  September  23-29  saw  us  move  into  what's  usually  our 
peak  period  of  farm  employment  with  350,000  lees  workers  than  a  year  ago. 
Total  was  13,352,000  with  most  of  the  million  and  a  half  increase  over  a 
month  earlier  duo  to  cotton  picking  in  the  South  Central  States.  October 
1st  saw  farm  wages  12  percent  alcove  a  year  ago^    Average  cash  farm  v^ages 
amounted  to  ahout  66  cents  per  hour. c., that  doesn't  include  room,  "board, 
or  similar  allowances. 

What's  New  from  Farm  Products 

Researchers  at  the  Department's  regional  lahoratory  in  Philadelphia 
have  developed  a  glossy,  liard  lacquer  more  resistant  to  heat  and  organic 
solvents  than  the  "best -quality  spar  varnish^    It's  called  allyl  starch  and 
is  inexpensively  produced  from  common  starch  and  allyl  chloride.    It's  ex- 
pected to  provide  a  use  for  some  of  the  starch  available  from  surplus  corn 
and  potatoes. 

Although  the  freshly  made  compound  is  freely  soluble  in  organic 
solvents,  a  slow  chemical  reaction  takes  place  in  the  film  after  it  is 
applied  and  makes  it  insoluble  to  those  same  solvents,  impervious  to  oils, 
hard,  glossy  and  resistant  to  temperatures  up  to  ^00  degrees  F.     It  holds 
promise  for  use  as  furniture  and  metal  finishes,  heat  setting  adhesives, 
a  printing  inlc  vehicle,  and  several  other  purposes. 

Fiftieth  Birthday 

Next  week  (Oct,  2^-26)  finds  the  Department  celebrating  the  com- 
pletion of  fifty  years  of  plant  science  and  the  golden  anniversary  of  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  Station  at  Belt svi lie,  Kd,    Work  carried  on  at 
the  Station  in  cooperation  with  agricultural  experiment  stations  in  ii5 
States  has  brought  scores  of  improvements  in  crops,  soils,  and  agricultural 
engineering  in  the  past  fifty  years.    Experiments  with  radio-active  iso- 
topes are  now  in  progress  at  the  Station. 

If  you're  interested  in  statistics, . .about  1,000  full-time  em- 
ployees carry  on  the  work  at  the  1,500  acre  Plant  Industry  portion  of  the 
Research  Center.., 5  acres  of  which  is  under  glass. 

For  those  of  you  within  practical  traveling  distance,  I'll  men- 
tion that  Wednesday  and  Thursday  will  feature  morning,  afternoon,  end 
evening  seminar  sessions  on  work  that's  been  or  is  still  being  done  at  the 
Station;  then  on  Friday  the  laboratories,  greenhouses  and  experimental 
plantings  of  the  Bureau  at  Beltsville  and  the  Plant  Introduction  Gardens 
at  Glenn  Dale,  Md.,  will  be  open  for  inspection  of  research  work  in  progress. 

Less  Fresh  Vegetables 

Fall  harvest  of  fresh  market  vegetable  crops  is  expected  to  run 
about  13  percent  less  tlian  last  year.    Early  fall  cabbage  will  take  more 
than  three-fourths  of  the  total  tonnage  decline  with  production  of  other 
fall  crops  running  about  h  percent  under  last  year.    Only  crops  that  there 
will  be  more  of  are  snapbeans,  cauliflower,  green  peppers  and  tomatoes. 
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Progress  Report  on  Family  Farm  Eeview 

Under  Secretary  Clarence  McCormick  reported  yesterday  that  35 
out  of  the  ^8  States  have  sent  in  reports  from  Family  Farm  Policy  Revlev 
meetings.    Next  step  is  to  summarize  recommendations  in  these  reports. 
Both  State  and  .  county  reports  will  "be  used  in  drawing  up  that  summarization 
of  recommendations  which  have  come  from  individuals  and  groups  at  the 
county  and  oomanity  levels.    In  discussing  the  review  McCormick  explained 
that  the  aim  of  the  program  was  to  "be  as  democratic  as  possihle  in  getting 
the  thinking  and  suggestions  of  the  maximuim  nuniber  of  farm  people  for  im- 
proving Department  services.    In  view  of  the  fact  that  atout  two-thirds 
of  the  Nation's  six  million  farmers  "belong  to  no  farm  organization,  the  < 
appeal  was  made  directly  to  farmers  and  farm  families  as  well  as  to  Land 
Grant  Colleges,  chuixh  groups,  advisory  committees  and  farm  organizations. 

Blood  Needed  in  Korea  '   '  ^ 

In  cooperation  with  the  Department  of  Defense  we  call  attention 
to  the  urgent  need  for  "blood  and  the  Armed  Forces  Blood  Drive.  Reserve 
supplies  of  "blood  have  "been  completely  exhausted,  military  needs  for  whole 
"blood  from  which  plasma  can  "be  processed  have  "been  set  at  300,000  pints 
per  month  and  present  donations  fall  far  helow  that  f  igurer, .to  "be  exact 
50,000  pints  in  Jirne  and  only  36,000  in  July.    PF'D  audiences  can  do  much 
toward  helping  fill  the  need  if  they  know  of  its  urgencyo 

More  Information  and  complete  details  of  tlie  program  can  "be 
gotten  "by  witlng  Office  of  Pu"blic  Information,  Office  of  the  Secretary 
of  Defense,  Washington  25,  D.  C^     (Films  and  still  pictures  are  also  avail- 
able)   Your  local  Red  Cross  Chapter  can  proha'bly  supply  details  for 
donating. 

Farm  Scrap  Spots 

Enclosed  this  week  is  a  packet  of  I5  and  30  second  spot  announce- 
ments promoting  the  Farm  Scrap  Drive  now  underway,,    The  announcements  are 
furnished  at  no  cost  "by  Fuller  £:  Smith  &  Ross,  Inc.;  The  Advertising 
Council;  and  Harold  Coons,  their  consultant.    These  spots  are  "being  sent 
only  to  RFD's  \n.th  the  hope  that  you'll  pass  them  on  to  your  program 
director  with  recommendations  for  placement  adjacent  to  rural  audience 
programs.    Perhaps  many  of  you  will  also  find  them  useful  in  Institutional 
copy  and  news  programs. 

For  Those  Who  Request 

A  revised  Directory  of  Organization  and  Field  Activities  of  USDA 
is  Just  out  and  a  copy  is  yours  for  the  asking.  The  Directory  contains  a 
complete  alphahetlcal  listing  of  field  activities  and  field  agencies  of  th^ 
Department  "by  States  and  cities  in  which  they're  located.  It  locates  and 
identifies  your  closest  contact  for  pro"blems  in  entomology  and  plant 
quarantine,  animal  industry,  forestry,  soil  conservation,  economics,  etc. 
Just  ask  us  for  Hand"book  No,  12. 
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Two  Types  of  Outlook  Recordings  Availalple 

In  the  OctolDer  5  Letter  I  mentioned  the  Annual  Agricultural  Out- 
look Conference  coming  up  Oct„  29  through  Nov^  2  and  hov  EFD'e  could  got 
recordings  with  their  State  Eoonomlsts.    As  a  reminder  (l)  Contact  your 
State  Extension  Editor  or  Economist  and  find  out  who's  attending  from  your 
State;   (2)  make  certain  that  the  person  or -persons  attending  know  how  long 
the  recording  can  te  and  what  you  want  It  to  cover;  and  (3)  then  send  me 
(Gapen)  the  tape  on  which  to  record  it  along  with  a  note  specifying  what 
you  want. 

This  week  we  can  make  an  additional  offer.    Those  of  you  inter- 
ested in  a  5  minute  recorded  statement  hy  0,  V,  liells^  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Agricultural  Economics,  on  the  general  outlook  situation  can  get  a  "dut" 
of  such  a  statement  (at  no  cost)  "by  sending  me    Gapen)  the  tape  to  duh  it 
on  and  a  word  indicating  that  you  want  the  Wells'  statement.    Those  re- 
cordings can  "be  mailed  from  Washington  on  Octo'ber  29. 

The  statement  will  lend  Itself  to  use  in  full  or  In  segments, 
either  as  a  feature  or  as  a  news  Insert  in  farm  "broadcasts. 

Talking  Turkey        ■     •  ■     ■  ■ 

What  promises  to  "he  a  record  turkey,  crop  will  provide  aliout  ^i" 
pounds  of  turkey  for  every  person  in  the  U,  S-,  this  year.    That's  25  per- 
cent more  than  average  for  the  last  five  years™    Octo'ber  marketings  will 
"be  substantially  greater  than  during  last  Octo'ber, 

In  connection  with  these  expectations  the  Department  has  announced 
that  it's  "standing  "by"  and  if  necessary  will  "buy  large-size  turkeys  to 
help  farmers  stahilize  the  marketing  of  this  year's  crop.    Only  'birds  larger 
than  those  normally  used  for  home  consumption  will  "be  purchased  and  dis- 
tributed to  non-profit  school  limch  programs  and  eligi'ble  institutions. 

More  Sheep  and  Lam'bs 

There'll  pro'ba'bly  he  more  sheep  and  lamhs  on  feed  for  the  winter 
and  spring  market  this  season  than  the  low  numher  fed  last  season-  according 
to  Department  economists »    A  strong  demand  exists  in  the  Com  Belt, 
California  Wj.H  prohably  feed  more  lam'bs,  and  many  lamias  originally  sched- 
uled for  wheat  field  pasturing  in  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  and  Texas  will  be  di- 
verted to  feed  lots  for  finishing  since  the  wheat  fields  in  those  areas 
have  not  made  the  expected  progress. 

Of  Interest  in  Brief 

Secretary  Brannan  .announced  Monday  that  there'll  'be  no  marketing 
quotas  or  acreage  allotments  on  19^2  cotton. 

Due  to  a  stretch  of  unfavorable  weather  in  the  Southeast,  U5DA 
liberalized  moisture  requirements  in  CCC  contracts  with  peanut  shellers 
this  week,    This  action  enables  farmers  to  market  high  moisture  excess 
oil  peanuts  without  marketing  quota  penalty. 
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ConsuEer  Preference 

Sales  tests  carried  out  in  six  Baltimore;,  Md.^  retail  stores 
seem  to  prove  that  housewives  want  to  see  what  they're  "buying*  Sjjinach 
packaged  in  plain  or  unprinted  transparent  "bags  outsold  spinach  in  similar 
"bags  heavily  printed  with  i^ords  and  designs^    Additional  cost  of  pro- 
ducing the  printed  "bags  was  estimated  to  run  from  20  to  25  thousand  dollars 
per  year.    Perh-aps  we  could  also  conclude  that  a  spinach  "bag  is  one  place 
it  doesn't  pay  to  advertise. 

For  Apple  Producers 

Research  specialists  have  found  th^t  apple  hruising,  an  item 
which  annually  costs ' growers,  packers,  and  distrihutors  ahout    10  million 
dollars,  can  he  greatly  reduced  thi'ough  use  of  improved  equipment  and  more 
careful  handlings    A  Research  and  Marketing  Act  study  carried  on  in  co- 
operation with  Michigan  State  College-  shows  that  dinnping  apples  from  the 
picker  hucket  into  field  crates  causes  more  damage  than  any  other  orclmrd 
operation.    Grading,  packing,  and  shipping  also  causes  their  share  of  • 
damage.    Recommendations  made 'from  the  study  are  included  in  Michigan's  -' 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station  Special  Bulletin  37^,  "How  To  Reduce 
Apple  Bruising." 

Can't  Be  Too  Careful 

From  our  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  farm  accident  staff 
comes  word  of  an  Inman,  South  Carolina,  family  struck  hy  tragedy.  The 
20  month  old  halsy  ran  his  metal  stroller  against  an  electric  fence  carry- 
ing 7^0  volts  and  was  electrocuted.    Seems  the  harhed  wire  fence  was 
rigged  with  a  transformer  from  a  radio  or  some  such  appliance.    Coroner's - 
jury  gave  a  verdict  of  "criminal  negligence," 

Progress  Report  on  Consolidations 

Latest  reports  show  consolidation  of.  USDA  agencies  under  one  roof 
at  the  coTonty  level  is  hi  percent  completed, .  ,1,2^3  out  of  the  3^005 
counties  have  accomplished  the  move.    At  the  State  level,  ■  locations  have 
heen  found  and  full  authority  to  act  has  "been  given  in  3I  States, 

Hetwork  Farm  and  Home  Shows., .Oct,  27  and  Nov.  3 

ABC  American  Fanner,  12:30-1:00  p,m.  EST.     "Top  of  the  Farm  News" 
with  Milt  Bliss  and  Boh  Crom.    Also  from  Washington  on  Oct.  27  (tentative- 
ly) comes  a  progress  report  on  the  Family  Farm  Policy  Review  "by  Under 
Secretary  Clarence  J.  McCormick,    Tentative  November  3  feature  is  a  report 
on  the  Agricultural  Outlook  for  1952  with  Oe  V.  Wells  of  BAE  and  M.  L. 
Wilson  of  Federal  Extension. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  1:00-1:30  p,m.  EST.  "USDA 
Headlines"  with  Ken  Gapen  from  Washington.'   Octoher  27  feature  on  Produc- 
tion of  Quality  Pears  in  the  Rogue  River  Valley  of  Southern  Oregon, 
Jennings  Pierce,  C-eneral  Ivfenager  of  KMED,  Medford,  and  guests  tell  that 
story  from  KMED  studicB,    November  3  feature  originates  from  KI'IBC  in  San 
Francisco  with  RFD  Henry  Schacht  reporting  on  the  1951  Grand  National 
Livestock  Exposition, 
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Norwegian  Farm  Broadcaster  VisitG  EFD_^s 


Arne  Altern,  Director  of  agricultiiral  programs  for  the  Norvregian 
State  Broadcasting  System,  started  on  the  first  leg  of  a  tour  from  here 
last  Saturday  as  part  of  his  study  of  fann  "broadcasting  in  this  coimtry. 
He's  visiting  a  niynber  of  commercial  and  Extension  EFD's  in  the  field  in- 
cluding Elton  Tait,  Pennsylvania;  "Cap"  Bentley,  Iowa;  Herh  Plamheck,  l/EO; 
Chuck  Worcester,  \MI;  Vsivxy  White,  Wisconsin;  Frank  Wing,  V/isconsin  State 
Department  of  Agriculture;  and  John  Baker,  PMA  Information  in  Chicago, 
Arne  will  also  "be  on  hand  for  this  fall's  NAEFD  meeting  in  Chicago. 


Also  Enclosed 


^-H  Achievement  Week  is  coming  up  Nov.  3-11.    Enclosed  is  a  fact 
sheet  with  helpful  information  and  details.    For  further  information  note 
the  references  at  bottom  of  Fact  Sheet  page  h.    Facts  and  figures  on 
management  of  "Our  National  Forests"  are  included  in  the  "bulletin  of  the 
same  name.    A  supplement  to  the  recent  fact  sheet  on  grain  conservation 
is  also  enclosed.    Think  you'll  find  it  helpful  in  promoting  a  year-round 
program  in  this  important  phase  of  production.    Issue  No„  9  of  Home  Garden 
and  Food  Preservation  facts  is  also  included  with  this  week's  Letter.  It 
speaks  for  itself  in  presenting  info,  on  preservation,  achievements,  and 
next  year's  plans. 

Among  Ourselves 

Looking  ahead  to  International  time  and  the  h-E  Cluh  Congress, 
Joe  Tonkin  tells  us  he's  had  word  from  EFD  Marshall  Wells  that  the  WJR 
Mobile  Unit  will  be  on  hand  in  its  usual  location  next  door  to  the  Stevens 
Hotel,    Marsh  re-emphasizes  that  both  tape  and  disc  recording  facilities 
in  the  Unit  will  be  available  at  no  cost  to  EFD's  during  the  Congress. 
Think  we  can  guarantee  I^rsh  that  his  offer  will  be  accepted  by  many  and 
is  appreciated  by  all. 


Dick  Hickerson,  Ext.  Radio,  Texas,  reports  that  television  is 
booming  in  the  Lone  Star  State.    Bill  McDougall  of  KPEC-TV  in  Houston 
started  a  daily  I5  minute  show  Oct.  3  which  he  does  along  with  30  minutes 
of  farm  radio  daily.    Extension  agents  A.  B,  Jolley  and  Orene  McCellan 
will  handle  a  farm  television  show  slated  to  start  about  the  last  of 
October  over  KELD-TV.     It'll  be  aired  every  Sunday  noon„     "Doc "Euhmann, 
WBAP,  is  reorganizing  his  weekly  show  to  include  a  wider  field  of  activ- 
ities and  Increasing  the  time  to  30  minutes. 


As  of  Oct.  1  Art  Durfee,  l^feryland  Ext,  Editor,  took  over 


assistant  State  county  agent  leader, 
has  taken  over  as  Editor. 


Jean  Evans,  Art's  f 


Sincerely, 


Enclosures: 

Agric.  Info.  Bulletin  No.  U9 
Agr'l  Oiitlook  Digest 

Home  Garden  &  Food  Pres.  Fact  Sheet  No. 

Farm  Scrap  Campaign  Announcements 

Ann,  on  h-E  Achievement  V7eek 
Save  Farm  Grain  by  Fumigation 


r  assietan^ 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Eadio  and  Television 
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